Commandment Twelfth. — On the Twofold Desire. The
Commandments of God Can Be Kept, and Believers
Ought Not to Fear the Devil.
Chap. I.
He says to me, “Put away from you all wicked desire, and clothe yourself with good and chaste desire;
for clothed with this desire you will hate wicked desire, and will rein yourself in even as you wish. For
wicked desire is wild, and is with difficulty tamed. For it is terrible, and consumes men exceedingly by its
wildness. Especially is the servant of God terribly consumed by it, if he falls into it and is devoid of
understanding. Moreover, it consumes all such as have not on them the garment of good desire, but are
entangled and mixed up with this world. These it delivers up to death.” “What then, sir,” say I, “are the
deeds of wicked desire which deliver men over to death? Make them known to me, and I will refrain from
them.” “Listen, then, to the works in which evil desire slays the servants of God.”

Chap. II.
“Foremost of all is the desire after another’s wife or husband, and after extravagance, and many useless
dainties and drinks, and many other foolish luxuries; for all luxury is foolish and empty in the servants of
God. These, then, are the evil desires which slay the servants of God. For this evil desire is the daughter of
the devil. You must refrain from evil desires, that by refraining ye may live to God. But as many as are
mastered by them, and do not resist them, will perish at last, for these desires are fatal. Put you on, then, the
desire of righteousness; and arming yourself with the fear of the Lord, resist them. For the fear of the Lord
dwells in good desire. But if evil desire sees you armed with the fear of God, and resisting it, it will flee far
from you, and it will no longer appear to you, for it fears your armor. Go, then, garlanded with the crown
which you have gained for victory over it, to the desire of righteousness, and, delivering up to it the prize
which you have received, serve it even as it wishes. If you serve good desire, and be subject to it, you will gain
the mastery over evil desire, and make it subject to you even as you wish.”

Chap. III.
“I should like to how,” say I, “in what way I ought to serve good desire.” “Hear,” says he: “You will
practice righteousness and virtue, truth and the fear of the Lord, faith and meekness, and whatsoever
excellences are like to these. Practicing these, you will be a well-pleasing servant of God, and you will live
to Him; and everyone who shall serve good desire, shall live to God.”
He concluded the twelve commandments, and said to me, “You have now these commandments. Walk in
them, and exhort your hearers that their repentance may be pure during the remainder of their life. Fulfil
carefully this ministry which I now entrust to you, and you will accomplish much. For you will find favor
among those who are to repent, and they will give heed to your words; for I will be with you, and will
compel them to obey you.” I say to him, “Sir, these commandments are great, and good, and glorious, and
fitted to gladden the heart of the man who can perform them. But I do not know if these commandments can
be kept by man, because they are exceeding hard.” He answered and said to me, “If you lay it down as certain
that they can be kept, then you will easily keep them, and they will not be hard. But if you come to imagine
that they cannot be kept by man, then you will not keep them. Now I say to you, if you do not keep them,
but neglect them, you will not be saved, nor your children, nor your house, since you have already determined
for yourself that these commandments cannot be kept by man.”
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